THE   AVALANCHE
for the first time smiled again, as it were, across the and suddenly began the "conversations"—those negotiations which Grey had tried vainly for a week to btfng about. Now for the first time Berlin saw the danger, "We forgot," wrote Tirpitz, "to ask Austria whether she would fight with us against Russia. To my horror Moltke said to me that if the Austrians drew back we should be forced to conclude peace at any price"
Great is the joy of the enemy over this turn in the Nibelung camp. They hope to separate Vienna from Berlin at the last moment. On the first day, when Germans and Russians are already shooting at each other, Berchtold, that sudden convert to peace, converses with the Russian "Ambassador "in friendly fashion" about Russia. The latter deplores Germany's lust for war and leaves him with the shattering words: "Indeed^ there is nothing between us except a great misunderstanding" Berchtold by his own admission finds no words in favour of Germany, whom he has enticed into war, either with the Russian Ambassador or afterwards with his French colleague, whom,, indeed, he allows at this moment to make complaints about Kaiser Wilhelm.
Meanwhile a rain of telegrams reaches Vienna from Berlin, which now, with full justice, vigorously insists on the war which the others had concocted. The Austrian declaration of war on Russia really attempts, in its grotesquely complicated official style, to give the impression that Vienna has been forced into war by Berlin.
But why break with France ? Why break with England, so long united to Vienna by ties of culture-and' business? Thousands of Germain dead already lie on the battlefields rotting for the greater honour of the murdered Hapsburg; Count Berchtold, however, continues courteously |b reeeive daily visits from the enemies of his ally. It is a pity that Frenchmen take their politics so seriously; they absolutely bent qn breaking with Vienna, although na can see no reason for it 1 A week after beginning With Gerinany, the Frenchman asks Vienna whether
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'oming conversation, in which two minorities of similar
